The occasional occurrence of great contraction or entire obliteration of the aorta at or near the point at which the ductus arteriosus is united with that vessel, has been known to pathologists since the end of the last and the earlier portion of the present century. 
Months, characterized by dyspnoea, palpitation, &c. The heart was greatly enlarged, and its cavities dilated. The commencement of the aorta was also dilated, and its coats contained osseous plates, and at Original Communications. [April, the point of origin of the ductus arteriosus there was a contraction which would barely admit the forefinger. 2ndly. In some instances a harsh murmur, which somewhat followed the impulse of the heart, was heard in and around the precordial region. 
